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I am honored to serve as interim principal at Lowe’s

Grove Middle School.  I know the last year has been

challenging.  However, I know that each student and

staff member at Lowe’s Grove has kept the Viking

Spirit alive and moved forward with the many

obstacles and challenges meeting each head on. 

 That’s what great students and great teachers do.  It’s

been a different type of learning experience but I

know you have risen to the expectations.  If you have

not thanked your parents/guardians for their many

additional sacrifices during the past year due to the

pandemic, do so now. 
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It has been an extremely difficult time for them as well.  If you have not thanked your

teachers, you need to make it your goal to do so.  They have had to learn new technologies

and new ways of delivering instruction to help you with continuing your education in a

virtual environment.  They are to be commended for their many hours of extra planning

to meet the educational needs of the students of Lowe’s Grove. Keep up the good work. 

 

Always remember, No One Rises to Low Expectations.

Mr. Holloman

Thank you.
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About Dr. Holloman

Mr. Holloman taught for eleven years with nine of those years in the New Hanover

County Schools.  His teaching was in grades 7-12.  Dan was a Principal Fellow Program

Scholarship recipient and upon completion, served as an Assistant Principal in the

Johnston County Schools.  Mr. Holloman also served as an Assistant Principal in the

Wake County Schools at a multi-track year round middle school prior to his being

named principal of Franklinton High School in the Franklin County Schools – a

position he held for approximately four years.

Mr. Holloman worked at the Department of Public Instruction for over 6 years as a

Section Chief and Special Assistant to the Director of the Division of Human Resources

Management.  In this role, he worked with Teacher Recruitment and Retention

Programs, Licensure, Title 2, Teacher Education, and other initiatives.

He was the Williston Middle School Teacher of the Year in 1992 (New Hanover

County) and the Franklin County School’s Principal of the Year 2002.   He previously

served as the President of the Personnel Administrators of North Carolina.  Mr.

Holloman holds degrees from East Carolina University and Barton College. When he’s

not working, Mr. Holloman enjoys music, traveling, and spending time with his newest

family member, Wilma… a border collie retriever mix.

Credit: Bryan Gonzales Felipe
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Teacher Spotlight: Mrs.
Hedgepeth- Smith  

What type of rules do you have in your class?1.

       Some of the types of rules I have for Zoom/virtual class, which we have now, are:

        - Always start class with adding your name to the chat and then read announcements.

         -Answer for roll call within a few seconds are you will be marked absent.

         - Respond with Yes - not Yeah .

         - Complete all assignments using 7th grade top quality effort.

         - Ask if you need help or questions and we can use a breakout room to review or discuss  

             what is needed.

         - Unmute to speak or send chat messageWork on only ELA assignments in my class.
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by Sandra Juarez Tovar

2. What do you like about the students in your classes?

    The things I like about the students in my class are:

        - They are respectful.

        - They apply themselves so they can learn.

        - They show resilience. 

        - They advocate for themselves.

        - They try to rise to my high expectations

3. How do you feel about allowing your students to use their phones in any way during class? 

     As for cellphone use during class time, during virtual instruction you don’t know if the use is

     for educational purposes and when the student has the phone out, because you can see them.

     However, when visible and when we are in person I will allow cellphone use if it is for

     educational purposes, activities or lessons we are working on. Otherwise, cell phones  should

     not and will not be allowed.

4. What kind of expectations do you have in your class?

    Some expectations I have for my class are:

    - Always show respect to receive respect (Treat others the way you want to be 

       treated)

    - Remember who you are talking to. 

    - Respond to me with Yes - never Yeah, Huh,  or What 

    - Present and submit top quality work every time for every assignment.

    - Proofread your work before submitting. 
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     - If you don’t know the answer to something - Look it up! Google it!

     - Take responsibility for your own learning -  Do your work and earn your best grade!

     - Ask for help or ask questions when needed… Don’t just assume!

5. Tell me about your favorite student(s) in your classes or do you like your student equally?

     I always like, love and care about all of my students equally! However, there are some

       students who I am impressed with because of their “Grind:

       - Strong Work Ethic 

       - Commitment to Excelling Academically”

                       Come to Our Book Fair!
                                           March 1- March 14

Visit our school's homepage to hear the latest Book Fair news, RSVP for events, sign up to

volunteer, and more!                     

                                https://www.scholastic.com/bf/lowesgrovemiddleschool



Student of the Week 
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by  Victoria Burgos

His teachers say that he epitomizes and

embodies what we think of as a great student!

He is hard working and diligent inside and

outside of the classroom. He is supportive of

his classmates and his teachers think he's a

pleasure to have in class! He consistently

attends his classes and completes the work to

the best of his ability. He submits his work on

time and asks questions to check for

understanding. He is always interacting with

his teacher and his peers. He is very polite

and other students like him. He works just as

hard outside of school and recently earned

his red belt in Taekwondo. We are proud of

Jayson and all that he has accomplished

during virtual learning!’

Jayson McMillan
6th Grade

Lowe's Grove Middle School would like to recognize those who make it such a

great place to be! We’d like to wish a happy belated SRO Appreciation Day,

School Counseling Week (2/1-2/5), and School Bus Driver Appreciation Day

(2/22) to all those who support our students every day- in and out of the school

building. Thank you for all that you do

Thank You



 Healthy Habits w/ Coach Thompson
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by Jasmine Howell
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Health and physical education are vital to teenagers.

The health component covers many realistic everyday

situations that teenagers face such as stress,

relationships, conflict, drugs, mental health etcc..It is

imperative that students receive and learn necessary

skills to navigate everyday life. Physical Education is

the second component that is as important as health.

We stress to students the concept of physical fitness

and health related fitness. They learn how exercising

can benefit them now and in their future. These are 2

very important classes every student MUST take. Lives

are constantly changing in these 2 courses.

In reality there are no right or wrong foods to eat, however there are foods that should be

eaten more than others. The key is balance, moderation, and portion control. For example

we know fried foods, sugary foods, and junk foods are linked to heart diseases and other

health concerns. We also know that drinking plenty of water, eating plenty of fruits and

vegetables, and lean meat has tremendous benefits to our overall health. So in summary I

am saying one should prioritize fruits, vegges, water, and lean meat, however, it is ok to

have something outside of that every now and then. Always if someone is on a restriction

per their physician, I definitely recommend following the doctor's orders.

What are the right healthy foods to eat?

Why is it so important for you to teach physical activities?

As stated earlier physical education has limitless benefits for a child/adults’ overall health.

It is important to teach children about their heart rate and how exercising and heart rate

coexist. Most importantly it’s important to teach children exercises, activities they then can

do to accomplish fitness without any equipment or going to the gym and have fun doing

it!



Conversation with the Counselor
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by Wayne Jordan

So far this year we've talked about students. What about teachers? Are they dealing

with the same stresses that students are dealing with?

1.

- I absolutely think teachers are dealing with similar stressors. Much like students, 

   staff is working from home and trying to juggle a lot at once while dealing with the 

   stress of a pandemic. 

       

2. What tools do you recommend students use to be successful this semester?

- An AGENDA! Or really anything that will help them keep track of assignments and 

   their due dates. The biggest reason we see for students falling behind is attendance 

   and work completion, but students often report that they forget assignments are 

   assigned and due. Trying to store that information in your memory is too much; 

   please get an agenda or come up with a system that tracks assignments and due 

   dates (there’s even a calendar in Canvas)! 

       

3. What activities are in place in particular with 6th grade to help them more with their

school work this semester? 

- Every other Friday is a synchronous makeup day where students can get support from 

   their teachers, I am beginning to offer a Study Hall on Wednesdays, and teachers host

   office hours almost every weekday.          



Daisy Bates was an American civil

rights activist, publisher, journalist, and

lecturer who played a leading role in

the Little Rock Integration Crisis of

1957.  As the former president of the

Arkansas State Conference of the

NAACP, Bates was involved deeply in

desegregated events. Even though in

1954 the United States Supreme Court

decision in Brown v. Board of

Education made all the segregated

schools illegal, the schools in Arkansas

refused to enroll African American

students.

Bates and her husband tried to fight against the situation in their newspaper.

Bates and her husband were important figures in the African-American

community in the capital city of Little Rock. They published a local black

newspaper, the Arkansas State Press, which publicized violations of the

Supreme Court's desegregation rulings. 
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Black History Month 

Daisy Bates
November 11, 1914 – November 4, 1999

by Allison Santos Santos


